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Beaconhouse Newlands Mission Statement
Beaconhouse Newlands nurtures culturally diverse, responsible global citizens, contributing to a safer
planet in an inclusive learning community combining core values with inquiry based curricula
Beaconhouse Newlands péiyǎng duōyuán wénhuà, fù zérèn de quánqiú gōngmín, zài bāoróng xìng xuéxí
shèqū zhōng

wèi gèng ānquán dì dìqiú zuò chūle gòngxiàn-jiāng héxīn jiàzhí yǔ jīyú cháxún de kèchéng xiāng jiéhé.
Beaconhouse Newlands

培养多元文化，负责任的全球公民，在包容性学习社区中为更安全的地球做出了贡献
- 将核心价值与基于查询的课程相结合。

بیکن ہاؤس نیو لینڈز کا مقصد اپنے متعلمین کو ایسے تحقیقی نصاب سے روشناس کروانا ہے جوثقافتی وسعت کی نشوونما کرتے ہوئے طلبہ کوذمہ دار
-عالمی شہری بنائے۔جس کی بدولت یہ متعلمین عالمی سطح پر مثبت کردار سے اس کرہ ارض کی حفاظت کے لئے عملی کردار اقدامات کر سکیں

Source: MYP: From principles into practice

This handbook will be used in conjunction with the Academic Integrity, Admission, Access and Inclusion,
Assessment, Bring your own device and Language policy of Beaconhouse Newlands (Lahore) and the IB MYP
Personal Project Guide (2021 – 2022).

What is MYP Personal Project and why is it important?
IB MYP Personal Project Guide states that, “MYP projects are student-centred and age-appropriate, and they enable
students to engage in practical explorations through a cycle of inquiry, action and reflection. MYP projects help
students to develop the attributes of the IB learner profile; provide students with an essential opportunity to
demonstrate approaches to learning (ATL) skills developed through the MYP; and foster the development of
independent, lifelong learners.” (MYP: Personal Project Guide 2020)
At Beaconhouse Newlands the MYP finishes with year 5 of the programme, hence, all students must complete the
personal project, with the majority of their work undertaken in the final MYP year.
Students are expected to spend a minimum of 25 hours on their personal project.
“Schools must register all students in MYP year 5 for external moderation of the personal project. Schools may choose
to offer students the opportunity to participate in both the community project and the personal project.” (MYP:
Personal Project Guide 2020)
What is moderation?
Moderation is used with internally assessed work to ensure a common standard across all schools. As a result of
moderation, a school’s marks may be lowered, raised or remain the same.
Aim: to check how accurately and consistently the teacher has applied the assessment criteria in their marking of the
students’ work. (MYP: Personal Project Guide 2020)

At Newlands


The personal project is not part of the curriculum for any subject group, although MYP subjects support the
completion of the project



All supervisors of the project are familiar with the guide and understand their roles and responsibilities



The project is assessed and internally standardized by the supervisors in the school according to the criteria stated
in the IB MYP Personal Project Guide

Internal Standardization
The MYP projects will be internally standardized before the final achievement level is awarded to the
learners. This process will involve a meeting of supervisors to come to a consensus of achievement levels.
Throughout the school year standardization ensures consistency and reliability to build common
understanding of learners’ achievement levels with regards to the MYP Personal Project objectives.

Personal Project Aims:
What a student may expect to experience and learn. These aims suggest how the student may be changed by the
learning experience.
❑ Inquire


explore an interest that is personally meaningful



take ownership of their learning by undertaking a self-directed inquiry

❑ Act


transfer and apply skills in pursuit of a learning goal and the creation of a product

❑ Reflect


recognize and evidence personal growth and development.

Source: Figure 4. The aims of the MYP personal project: Personal project guide September 2021

Personal project cultivates the following:

Elements

Processes

Motivation

Students explore an area that motivates and interests them.

Agency

Students set their own goal and choose how to achieve it.
Students create their own articulation of what success will look like.

Lifelong

Students demonstrate and develop ATL skills.

learning

Students reflect on the impact that the personal project has had on themselves
and/or their community.
Source: Table 1. The elements that a middle level education should cultivate: Personal project guide September 2021

The personal project consists of the following:
❑ Process
❑ Product
❑ Report (only component that is assessed and reflects both the process and the product)

The learners explore an area of interest that they feel is personally meaningful through a process whereby, they create
a product, practice agency and conduct a self-directed inquiry. They transfer and apply skills in order to meet their
personal learning goal and create a relevant product. The entire process shapes learners’ development and these
experiences are documented (in the process journal or any other format), evidence of which is provided by the learners
in the report as a reflection.

Inquiry in MYP projects considers learners engaged in learning activities that include:

4. Evaluating the
product/outcome and
reflecting on their
project and learning.

3. Making decisions,
developing understandings
and solving problems,
communicating with the
supervisor and others and
creating a product or
developing an outcome

1. Deciding what the learners
want to learn about,
identifying what they already
know and discovering what
they will need to know to
complete the project

2. Creating proposals or
criteria for the project,
planning their time and
materials and recording
developments of the project

MYP Personal Project Objectives:
The objectives state the specific targets that are set for learning. They define what students will be able to
accomplish as a result of their studies.

Source: Figure 5 Visualizing the MYP personal project objectives: Personal project guide September 2021

Students must address all strands of all three objectives in the MYP personal project.

Objective A: Planning
Students should be able to:
i. state a learning goal for the project and explain how a personal interest led to that goal
ii. state an intended product and develop appropriate success criteria for the product
iii. present a clear, detailed plan for achieving the product and its associated success criteria

Objective B: Applying skills
Students should be able to:
i. explain how the ATL skill(s) was/were applied to help achieve their learning goal
ii. explain how the ATL skill(s) was/were applied to help achieve their product

Objective C: Reflecting
Students should be able to:
i. explain the impact of the project on themselves or their learning
ii. evaluate the product based on the success criteria

The Role of the Staff:

1. The responsibilities of personal project coordinator(s) to students and supervisors:
Responsibilities to students

Responsibilities to supervisors

Communicate the timeline for completing the personal project..
Communicate expectations and provide clarification as needed
Facilitate the process of submitting the report, bibliography and academic integrity form.
Assign or facilitate the selection of a supervisor

Provide access to relevant guidance from the
personal project guide and the TSM.

Explain the role of the supervisor in supporting the

Facilitate the process of standardization and

personal project.

assessment.
Share or provide results of subject report and
internal assessment feedback report for samples
submitted for moderation.

Source: Table 2 The responsibilities of personal project coordinator(s) to students and supervisors: Personal project guide September 2021

2. The responsibilities of a supervisor:
The supervisors will provide the students with:


guidelines about the MYP project



a timetable with deadlines



the assessment criteria for the project



advice on how to keep and use a process journal



the importance of personal analysis and reflection



formative feedback



requirements for academic honesty.

3. The role of the library, media or resource centre:
The librarian and/or the resource specialist at Newlands will help the learners to develop their research skills by
finding and discovering resources to contribute towards the completion of the personal project especially the
Bibliography.
4. The role of the community
Members within and beyond the school community, can support the personal project.

Academic Integrity
For MYP projects, students and their supervisors must use the MYP projects academic honesty form provided by
the IB to note their meeting dates and the main points discussed and to declare the academic honesty of work. (See
Appendix)
For details of Academic Honesty and Academic Dishonesty please see the ‘Academic Integrity’ policy.
Personal Project: The process
1. Gathering and Curating Evidence (Process journal) - ideas, criteria, developments, challenges, plans,
research, possible solutions and progress reports (Digital / Electronic preferably). The learners exhibit their
academic honesty throughout the process.
Evidence of the process is:
•

gathered throughout the project to document its
development

•

an evolving record of intents, processes,
accomplishments

•

a collection of initial thoughts and
developments, brainstorming, possible lines of
inquiry and further questions raised

•

a record of interactions with sources, for
example, teachers, supervisors, external
contributors

•

Evidence of the process is not:
• collected on a daily basis (unless this is
useful for the student)
• written up after the process has been
completed
• additional work on top of the project; it is
part of and supports the project
• a diary with detailed writing about what was
done (unless this is useful for the student)
• a single, static document with only one
format (unless this is useful for the student).

a record of selected, annotated and/or edited
research and to maintain a bibliography

•

a collection of useful information, for example,
quotations, pictures, ideas, photographs

•

a means of exploring ideas and solutions

•

a place for evaluating work completed

•

reflection on learning devised by the student in
a format that suits his or her needs
Source: Table 7 Guidelines for collecting evidence of the MYP personal project: Personal project guide September 2021

2. The overall goal (Learning goal and the Product) - The product is what the learners will create and the learning
goal is what they would want to learn. The learners will create an Action Plan to achieve the product within a
reasonable timeframe by setting success criteria for their personal project against which they will evaluate their
personal project to determine their own level of success.
3. Applying the ATL skills – throughout the personal project learners will maintain pieces of evidence for their
application of ATL skills. May include the following:
•

visual thinking diagrams

•

bulleted lists

•

charts

•

short paragraphs

•

notes

•

timelines, action plans

•

annotated illustrations

•

annotated research

•

pictures, photographs, sketches

•

screenshots of a blog or website

•

self- and peer-assessment feedback

4. Evaluating the product – learners evaluate the success of their personal project against the success criteria
they set to explain the impact of the Personal Project.

5. Explaining the impact of the personal project - the learning goal and product

Possible impacts of the learning goal

Possible impacts of the product

Develops specific ATL skills

Meets a need in the community

Extends knowledge about an area of interest Gains

Showcases the students’ skills or abilities

confidence by completing an independent project
Source: Table 8 The possible impacts of the learning goal and product: Personal project guide September 2021

The learners will reflect on the positive impact the personal project had (even if the product is not successful).
6. Reporting the personal project - an account of the project and its impact, in a structure that follows the
assessment criteria. The report summarizes the learners experiences and skills throughout the personal project.
The report should be presented in identifiable sections following the MYP personal project objectives— planning,
applying skills, and reflecting, as shown in table. The report must include evidence for all the strands of all criteria.

What ? Inquire
Students present what they did
in their project.
Students:
• state a learning goal for the
project and explain how a
personal interest led to that goal
• state an intended product and
develop appropriate success
criteria for the product
• present a clear, detailed plan
for achieving the product and its
associated success criteria.
Students:
• explain the impact of the
project on themselves or their
learning
• evaluate the product based on
the success criteria
• support their comments with
specific evidence or detailed
examples.
•a timeline for completing shortand long-term tasks

How? Act
Students show how ATL skills
contributed to the learning goal
and product.
Students:
• explain how the ATL skill(s)
was/were applied to help achieve
their learning goal
• explain how the ATL skill(s)
was/were applied to help achieve
their product
• support the explanations with
detailed examples or evidence.

Why? Reflect
Students report on why they did
their project.

Examples of supporting evidence
could include:
• a series of inquiry questions
(research skills)
• sample correspondence with
the project supervisor
(communication skills)
• screenshot of daily reminders
or alerts to complete personal
project tasks (self-management)
• reflection about resolving a
conflict (social skills)
• summary of prior learning that
is relevant to the project
(thinking skills).

Examples of supporting
evidence could include:
• evaluation of the product
against the success criteria
• images showing key features of
the product
• analysis of the causes for
success and/or failure
• summary of new knowledge or
insights related to the learning
goal.

Students:
• explain the impact of the
project on themselves or their
learning
• evaluate the product based on
the success criteria
• support their comments with
specific evidence or detailed
examples.

Source: Table 9 The personal project objectives and how they might be evidenced in the product: Personal project guide September 2021

Students may submit their reports in any combination of recordings and documents according to the following limit:

Source: Table 10 The maximum length of student submissions: Personal project guide September 2021

The personal project guide 2021 states:
“When preparing documents and recordings, the following specifications should be noted:
1. To ensure that the written part of the report is clearly legible, each page must have a minimum:
• 11-point font size
• 2 cm margins.
2. Where a spoken report is submitted, the only evidence that will be considered for assessment is the audio itself,
plus any supporting pages of documents. Visual aids (such as PowerPoint slides) may be used to support a spoken
presentation, but these will not be considered as a constituent part of the submission for assessment purposes.
3. Evidence presented in images must be clearly visible at the size submitted.
4. The bibliography is uploaded separately and is not included in the page limit.
5. Please do not include a title page; if included, it will count towards the page limit.” (21:22)
Oral, visual and multimedia reports must be recorded for internal standardization purposes and for possible
submission for moderation. Supervisors must ensure that the quality of the recording is sufficient for submission to
the IB.
7. Bibliography - MLA format of Referencing

Personal project subject-specific grade descriptors
MYP personal project grade descriptors serve as an important reference. Each personal project criteria is marked out
of 8 and the total personal project achievement level is then calculated out of 7 as shown in the table below.

Source: Table 12 MYP personal project grade descriptors: Personal project guide September 2021

Appendix 1

MYP Community project/MYP Personal project
(Delete as appropriate)
Student name
Student number
School name
School number
Super
visor
name
Student: This document records your progress and the nature of your discussions with your supervisor. You
should aim to see your supervisor at least three times: at the start of the process to discuss your initial ideas, then
once you have completed a significant amount of your project, and finally once your completed report/presentation
has been submitted.
Supervisor: You are asked to have at least three supervision sessions with students, one at the start of the
process, an interim meeting and then the final meeting. Other sessions are permitted but do not need to be
recorded on this sheet. After each session, students should make a summary of what was discussed and you
should sign and date these comments.
Signature/initials
Date
Meeting 1

Main points discussed
Student:

Supervisor:
Meeting 2

Student:

Supervisor:

Meeting 3

Student:

Supervisor:

Supervisor comment

Student declaration
I confirm that this work is my own and this is the final version. I have acknowledged, in the body of my work,
each use of the words, work or ideas of another person, whether written, oral or visual (hard copy and/or
electronic materials). Supervisor declaration
I confirm that, to the best of my knowledge, the material submitted is the authentic work of the student.

Student’s signature

Date

Supervisor’s signature

Date
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